
A PALETTE OF MUTED NEUTRALS CREATES A COMFORTABLE 
CANVAS IN A SANTA FE HOME WHOSE BOLD SPLASHES OF 
BLOOD ORANGE AND EARTHY, ORGANIC ACCENTS ADD 
SUBLIME CONTRAST TO ITS CASUAL, CLEAN-LINED  ELEGANCE.  

ARTIST’S ADOBE
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anta Fe is renowned for its artistic community and 
signature adobe style architecture; both reflect a deep and 
experiential relationship with the natural world. Here, a personal 
relationship with earth, sky, and water--as well as a reverence 
for the brilliant clarity 
of the New Mexico 
light—inform both art 
and architecture. 
Legendary architect 
Robert Nestor is a 
perfect example of this 
aesthetic, with an 
organic approach to 
capturing nature’s 
intrinsic majesty and 
melding it with the 
project at hand. His 
unique alchemy is 
exemplified in a Santa 
Fe project located in 
Las Campanas, an 
upscale club and 
residential community 
that also boasts its own 
equestrian center.  The 
residence’s carefully 
structured rooms and 
wel l- thought-out 
details are the result of 
Nestor’s fifty years of 
fascination with the 
local landscape--its 
rocks, mountains, and 
skies—and his well-
honed “philosophy of 
light.” Nestor also has 
what some may call a 
quirky but innovative 
practice of using the I 
Ching, an ancient 
Chinese divination process, to come up with variations on the 
perfect structure design. The fruits of his labor speak for 
themselves. The original owners found Nestor’s revered ‘locals’ 
status and “expertise in plaster and mud,” instrumental in 
creating the southwestern home of their dreams. Ultimately, 

the altitude proved to be incompatible with the couple’s health, 
and the home’s lucky new inhabitants are now the serendipitous 
recipients of countless wise and artful design decisions.

One request of the original couple was that there be no 
right angles in the 
residence. They also 
wished to have some 
curvature in the walls, 
which demanded 
much creativity, 
particularly where 
c a b i n e t s  we re 
concerned. Builder 
Kurt Faust of Tierra 
Concepts, and interior 
designer Kevin Reiner, 
who had previously 
worked on the couple’s 
home in Ohio, joined 
the team to assist 
Nestor in manifesting 
the owners’ unique 
vision. 

Although many 
southwestern homes 
are built in the adobe 
style-an elaborate 
process on its own 
ter ms—few are 
actually true adobes. 
Authentic, historical 
adobes are generally 
about 20% more 
expensive to build, and 
are notor ious ly 
difficult to maintain. In 
fact “an entire wall can 
be lost in a manner of 
minutes” with severe 
rain, according to 

Nestor. An adobe-like structure was decided upon. Like a true 
adobe, many of its walls are 18 inches to two feet thick, but 
they are comprised of a nouveau mix of framing, plaster, sheet 
rock and more plaster. 

S
THE ARDENNES HORSE

CHAIRS SLIPCOVERED IN A PUTTY, LINEN-LIKE FABRIC, A BLONDE MOCHA  
FIREPLACE AND NATURAL-EDGE FLAGSTONE HEARTH FORM A PEACEFUL SEATING 
AREA IN THE MASTER BEDROOM. AN ANGELIC BEING WATCHES OVER THE SCENE.  

A SALVAGED, ANTIQUE DOOR SERVES 
AS AN ENTRY GATE, SHOWCASING THE 

HOME’S THICK, ADOBE-STYLE WALLS. 
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Of great importance in the design was 
the handling of the legendary New 
Mexico light. Because the southwestern 
light can be glaring, and feel inhospitable 
at certain times of the day, and from 
certain angles, Nestor’s goal was to aim 
for “light, as it is in a forest through the 
trees.” He achieved this with a multitude 
of divided paned windows, clerestory 
windows, and extensive skylights, with 
one cardinal rule applying. “Never have 
a skylight directly above in the middle. 
Always put it next to the wall where 
light comes in and washes the wall, 
bouncing onto the people,” he explains. 
Seamless transitions from indoor spaces 
to outdoor rooms and portals, (the 
Spanish word for porches) was a 
significant design element. A good 
option, according to Nestor, is to “create 
an outdoor space that faces south and 
catches sun, but one that is surrounded 
by walls on two or three sides, enabling 
it to be used year round.” 

A beloved collection of vintage doors 
found in the various architectural and 
antique salvage yards around Santa Fe 
also found a home in the modern 
quarters, lending a historical and colorful 
element. Polished concrete floors 
throughout much of the residence, 
vertical grain fir cabinets, and hand 
troweled plaster walls, along with stacked 
stone in the master bath, all contribute 
to a serene continuity, creating a calm 
and inviting space. 

THE SUBTLE SHEEN OF SLEEK 
GREY CONCRETE COUNTERS 
AND KITCHEN ISLAND ADD A 
CONTEMPORARY EDGE AND 
ECO-FRIENDLY SOPHISTICATION. 
VERTICAL GRAIN FIR CABINETS 
LEND COLOR AND WARMTH, AS 
DO THE VIVID TABLE SETTINGS 
AND ORGANIC ART. DIVIDED BAY 
WINDOWS WITH RETRACTABLE 
SHADES MANAGE THE 
GORGEOUS—AND SOMETIMES 
FIERCE—SOUTHWESTERN 
SUNLIGHT.

TO DESIGN THE HOME, ARCHITECT ROBERT NESTOR USED HIS                                         “PHILOSOPHY OF LIGHT,” A CONSULTATION WITH THE I CHING, AN   A
N
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LEFT: RICH, SATURATED 
HUES IN THE DINING 
AREA BECKON BEHIND 
AN ANTIQUE CARVED 
WOOD DOOR. A 
SKYLIGHT SPANNING 
THE LENGTH OF THE 
CEILING— BUT NO 
WINDOWS—CREATE 
AN INTIMATE, CLUB-
LIKE EXPERIENCE. 
BELOW: CLEAN LINES 
AND A FRESH, ALMOST 
EUROPEAN SIMPLICITY 
DEFINE THE KITCHEN’S 
APPEAL. 

Interior designer Reiner approached the project 
with an eye for the colors of the Earth. Transitions 
from room to room were designed without any 
boldness at entries and portals, to evoke a natural, 
soothing flow. Colors are less grand in rooms most 
visited. The larger areas have “softer, lighter neutrals,” 
for example, a “dusty suede white” in the living 
room (builder Kurt Faust’s apt description). Smaller 
areas according to Reiner “are more impactful, with 
regard to color, depth and pigment.” The more petite 
dining room has walls the color of a luscious 
burgundy wine, with a finish that looks like lustrous 
stone. Pops of bold colors are sprinkled throughout 
the larger areas’ neutral palette, for eye pleasing and 
relational accents. Reiner’s goal was to not only 
establish each room’s welcoming ambiance, but to 
craft a space where upon entering, you would “wish 
to be a guest and never leave.” This includes the 
master bedroom, where the bed is nestled in its own 
nicho or alcove, and dressed, in Reiner’s words, in 
“layered comfort and ready to dive into.” 

FRENCH DOORS FROM A GUEST 
BEDROOM LEAD ONTO THE WESTERN 
PORTAL. THE HAND TROWELED MUD 
PLASTER IN A LIGHT SLATE-SUEDE 
GREY OFFSETS THE CORAL COVERLET 
TOPPING AN ANTIQUE BED FROM 
TAOS FURNITURE COMPANY OF SANTA 
FE. RADIANT HEATING WARMS COOL 
CONCRETE FLOORS IN THE WINTERS.
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A carefully curated art collection, and a lovingly collected 
iconographic assortment of angels grace the walls 
throughout the home.  Each room has its own views: the 
Sangre de Cristos mountains or the Jemez range, the lush 
expanse of a nearby fairway and a view of the mesa, all 
encouraging the impulse “to slow down and be in the 
moment.”  Whether watching a thunderstorm move across 
the horizon from the living room portal or gazing out 
towards the Rio Grande, the home’s intelligent design, 
meticulous craftsmanship and fresh take on the color wheel 
make for a perfect southwestern sanctuary.

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: A PORTAL OFF THE DINING ROOM LOOKS 
TOWARDS THE SOUTHWEST IN THE DIRECTION OF THE MIGHTY RIO 
GRANDE. NATURAL GRASSES FLOURISH IN THE AMPLE SUNLIGHT.

THE WINDOW SEAT IN THE MASTER BEDROOM PROVIDES A PERFECT 
PLACE FOR A CONTEMPLATIVE CUP OF TEA. 

VIVACIOUS CLUB CHAIRS GRACE THE LEFT END OF THE LIVING ROOM, 
ENCOURAGING A TÊTE À TÊTE OVER A GLASS OF WINE.

RESOURCES

ARCHITECT
Robert Nestor

robertnestoraia@earthling.net
505.983.5857

DESIGNER
Kevin Reiner

Kevinreinerdesign.com

A RIVER STONE SHOWER FLOOR, TRAVERTINE TUB AND SURROUND, AND CHAMPAGNE STACK STONE WALLS ALL 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE TRANQUILITY AND ELEGANCE OF THE SPA-INSPIRED MASTER BATH. 

BUILDER
Tierra Concepts Inc.

Kurt Faust
tierraconceptssantafe.com


